
The BC Infant and Early Childhood Court Team 
(IECCT) Conference: Putting Science to Work for 
Infants, Young Children, and their Families in Court

Description:
Judges and lawyers routinely face making life-altering, best interest decisions about infants and young children who have 
experienced significant adverse experiences, including traumatic events, and are at risk for devastating long-term outcomes. 
However, the early years also represent an unmatched opportunity to put science to work to effectively intervene and influence the 
developmental trajectories of vulnerable infants, young children, and their families. 
 

To this end, this conference is a unique opportunity to learn from and engage with internationally-recognized experts (including 
judges, lawyers, and infant mental health clinicians) from evidence-based court teams developed in the USA.  Working together, we 
will build on and adapt these model programs for implementation in the Canadian context, and in British Columbia, to create the 
BC Infant and Early Childhood Court Teams (IECCTs).  

The goals of the court team include community engagement and systems change to “improve child safety and well being, heal trauma 
and repair the parent/child relationship, expedite permanency, prevent recurrence of maltreatment, and stop the intergenerational 
cycle of abuse/neglect/violence.” (Florida’s Early Childhood Court, 2015)

Vancouver, BC | May 15-16, 2017

Learning Objectives:
•	 Provide an overview of the Safe Babies Court Team and Early Childhood Court Team models and related research, linking the 

science of early childhood development to practice.
•	 Gain knowledge from experienced members of USA-based court teams (i.e., judges, lawyers, community coordinators, 

psychiatrists) about the practical aspects of running successful multidisciplinary court teams.
•	 Learn practical solutions, based on science, that judges and lawyers can use in their daily practice within the Canadian context.
•	 Work in trans-disciplinary groups to discuss and identify the next steps to pilot BC Infant and Early Childhood Court teams, 

in keeping with the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action to support 
Indigenous children and their families and with reference to Grand Chief Ed John’s Indigenous Resilience, Connectedness, and 
Reunification – From Root Causes to Root Solutions. 

@IPCE_UBC

www.interprofessional.ubc.ca
Email: cynthia.ipce@ubc.ca 

Phone: 1.604.822.7524

This conference presents a unique learning opportunity for judges, lawyers, policy makers, court workers, 
mediators, social workers, mental health professionals, infant mental health workers and child development 
professionals who wish to explore an alternative model for the delivery of child protection and court services to 
children under five. Together we have the capacity to change the lives of vulnerable children and their families.

Featured Speakers:
Lucy Hudson serves a dual role at ZERO TO THREE as the Director for the Safe Babies Court Teams Project and the Demonstration 
Site Implementation Director for the Quality Improvement Center for Research-Based Infant-Toddler Court Teams (QIC-CT). 

The Honorable Judge Connie Cohen (retired) was formerly an Associate Juvenile Court Judge in Polk County's (Iowa) ZERO TO 
THREE Safe Babies Court Team and currently teaches and provides consultation.

The Honorable Judge Lynn Tepper is a Circuit Judge in Florida’s 6th Judicial Circuit (Dade City, Pasco County) and her “Early 
Childhood Court” is one of the demonstration sites for the Quality Improvement Center for Research-Based infant-Toddler-Court 
Teams (QIC-CT) project with ZERO TO THREE.



Conference Hotel and Accommodation:
Coast Plaza Hotel and Suites
1763 Comox Street, Vancouver, BC
The special rate of $179.00 (plus applicable taxes) for a standard guest room (single/double occupancy) is available for conference 
delegates. Reserve today to avoid disappointment by booking your accommodation by calling toll-free: 1.800.663.1144. When 
calling, please specify that you are booking under the UBC Infant & Early Childhood Court Team Initiative Meeting to receive these 
reduced rates. 

Registration: 
Register Online: ubc.eventsair.com/iecct/registration

Early Bird Rate (before/on April 7, 2017): $695 

Regular Rate (after April 7, 2017): $795

Group Rate: 10% discount for 10 or more registrations 
          from the same organization.

Student Rate: $375
*Please note that a letter from your supervisor/department head stating that you are a full time student or a valid student photo ID 
must be sent with student registrations. 

Professional Bursary:
A limited number of tuition fee bursaries to partially cover tuition fees are available for professionals working with children and 
families. This funding is intended for individuals who would otherwise not be in a position to attend. Please note that this is a partial 
bursary of $200 and can only be applied to the early bird or regular registration rate (not the group rate or student rate). The bursary 
does not cover any travel or accommodation expenses. 
Apply Online: ubc.eventsair.com/iecct/bursaryapplication

Planning Committee: 
Michéle Aderem, MA, Executive Director, The PACE Child and 
Family Society

Dana Brynelsen, OBC, LLD (Hon), Former Provincial Advisor, 
Infant Development Program of BC (Retired)

Katia Despot, Senior Education Manager, Interprofessional 
Continuing Education, University of British Columbia

Diana Elliott, Provincial Advisor, Aboriginal Infant Development 
Programs of BC

David Phillips, BA, Operations Manager Vancouver/ Richmond,
Regional Manager ECD / CYSN, Ministry of Children and Family
Development

Sue Sterling-Bur, MSW, RSW, ECE Dip., BSW Instructor, The 
Nicola Valley Institute of Technology; CYMH SU Project Lead,
Child & Youth Mental Health & Substance Use Collaborative

Sonya Vellet, Ph.D., Registered Psychologist, Vellet and 
Associates Child Psychological Services, Inc.

Featured Speakers Ctd:
Judy Norris was formerly the Community Coordinator for the Polk County's (Iowa) ZERO TO THREE Safe Babies Court Team and is 
currently the Technical Assistance Specialist for the Quality Improvement Center for Research-Based Infant-Toddler Court Teams 
(QIC-CT).

Brent Pattison is a Lawyer in Des Moines (Iowa), the Director of the Middleton Center for Children's Rights, an Associate Clinical 
Professor at Drake University, and is actively involved in ZERO TO THREE Safe Babies Court Team initiatives in Iowa.

Dr. Neil Boris is a Psychiatrist, the Irving Harris Infant Mental Health Training Director at the Florida State University Center for 
Prevention and Early Intervention Policy, and is actively involved in ZERO TO THREE Safe Babies Court Team and Early Childhood 
Court Team initiatives in Florida.

There will also be speakers presenting on related models in the Canadian context.

UBC Interprofessional Continuing Education is a pre-approved CPD 
provider with the Law Society of British Columbia. Law Society of 

BC CPD Hours will be available.

https://ubc.eventsair.com/iecct/registration
https://ubc.eventsair.com/iecct/bursaryapplication



