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ASCDP E-NEWS
CONNECTING
AIDP AND ASCD PROGRAMS IN BC
Langley ASCD
Program Highlight
Langley Child Development
Centre share a success stories
regarding some recent successes
with their Aboriginal Services
Innovation - EY funding. Story on
page 2.

Regional & Provincial
AIDP & ASCD
updates
Regional updates for AIDP and
ASCD,as well as a message from
the Provincial Advisor for AIDP is
found on page 3 and 4.

IIECD Gathering Save the date & ASCD
2014 Provincial Data
Collection Report
The 2004 ASCD data collection
was a success with 41 out of 45
programs participating. The link
to the report is found on page 4.

Partnership Projects,
AIDP research &
training
Partnership Project update and
AIDP research info found on
pages 8 and 9 and training info
ASCDP
Connection
E-News
can
be found
on page
10.

Congratulations to Lynne Brown & the Prince George Native
Friendship Centre AIDP. They were the winners of the DAYC2
Assessment kit in our AIDP & ASCD photo contest. Thank you
to everyone who submitted all the wonderful pictures.

Message from the ASCD Provincial Advisor
I always look forward to connecting with everyone via the
e-news to share all the wonderful things that are happening
in each of our regions. March and April have been extremely
busy for the Provincial oﬃce with data collection, annual
reports and program visits. Some highlights from the past
couple of months has been attending the North and
Vancouver Island in-services, the Early Years Forum and
finalizing the ASCD data collection report that is filled with
so many pictures, stories and direct quotes from ASCD staﬀ
in our programs. Thank you! Nadine Gagne- L'Hirondelle
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Langley Child Development Centre
Some comments from parents
answering the question:
"What knowledge did you
learn that you think will be
very important to you and
your family?”
"I think each week every lesson
applies or could apply to
different parts of my life. I
loved this group I’m really
going to miss learning with my
family and the self-reflection
that we did every week. I wish
that we could have the group
again. I know I’d encourage
other family members to
attend."
"We are not perfect, do not be
afraid to say sorry to you
children, get down to their level
to communicate with them."
"I learned to use the powers of
tradition and wisdom (from the
elders) to teach my child love,

Langley Child Development Centre’s Aboriginal program
received funding from the First Nations, Métis and Urban
Aboriginal Early Childhood Development Initiative to host a
two day facilitator training on March 22 & 29, 2014. The two day
“Bringing Tradition Home: Aboriginal Parenting in Today’s
World” facilitator training was completed by 25 service providers
in the Langley, Surrey and Abbotsford/Chilliwack areas.
Langley Child Development Centre in partnership with Lower
Fraser Valley Aboriginal Society received funding from the
Aboriginal Service Innovations-Early Year grant to oﬀer our first
“Bringing Tradition Home: Aboriginal Parenting in Today’s
World” parenting program in Langley. Facilitators Gary
Robinson, Josette Dandurand and guiding Elder Cheryl Gabriel
presented the nine week program on Saturday mornings, Jan. 10
– March 7, 2015, from 9 am to 12 noon. Funding for in home child
minding was oﬀered to those families requiring child minding. A
small but consistent group of 6 families attended the program
resulting in the development of strong bonds and connections
amongst themselves and to the Aboriginal community. The last
celebratory gathering was held at Kwantlen First Nation’s
Cultural Centre in the longhouse starting with a feast, followed
by a traditional ceremony of ‘blanketing’ each parent to honour
their journey through the program.

"Flexible, parents need a time
out sometimes, everyone can
be a teacher from elders to
babies, even though I’m an
adult my learning journey
continues to the end."
"How to work together and
listen to the kids and how to
be strong."

Thank you to the Langley
Child Development
Centre for sharing your
program successes. Keep
up the great work!
ASCDP Connection E-News
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Message from the Provincial Advisor for Aboriginal Infant Development
To any AIDP (or ASCD) programs that have not put forward their request for DAYC2 Assessment kits or future
DAYC2 training, please get ahold of your AIDP (or ASCD) Regional Advisor or contact Diana Elliott (AIDP
Provincial Advisor) directly at advisor@aidp.bc.ca

Vancouver Island AIDP
The Vancouver Island Regional Advisors hosted a wonderful 2 day in-service in Royston, BC from March 12th
-13th 2015 with IDP/AIDP & SCD/ASCD networking and a 1-day DAYC2 Assessment orientation.

Coast Fraser North AIDP
Welcome to Rhoda Julian the new AIDP Regional Advisor for the Coast Fraser North. We hope your settling
into the role!
On April 30th 2015 there was a very successful one day Assessment conference at UBC in Vancouver. It was
attended by approximately 70 people from IDP/AIDP & SCD/ASCD. The organizers did a great job!

Coast Fraser South East AIDP
We would like to welcome Natasha Jones back into the Regional Advisor
AIDP/ASCD position for the Coast Fraser South East. She is currently filling in
for Robie Daw - Brown. Natasha brings a wealth of knowledge to this role
and we are happy to have her back in this regional position.
Natasha Jones email is: natasha.jones@frafca.org
Welcome back!

Interior AIDP
DAYC2 Assessment Orientation - May 21st 2015 in Salmon Arm, Bc.
Register by May 14
IDP/AIDP Regional Networking - May 27th 2015 1:30pm to 4:30 pm Kelowna, bc. Location to For more info contact the Interior Regional Advisors
- Sue Sterling, Connie Deane and Wendy Kenward at:
suesterling75@gmail.com

condeane@yahoo.com

wkenward@pdcrs.com

North AIDP
SAVE the DATE - Northern ECD Conference for IDP/AIDP & SCD/ASCD-O 5th-8th in Prince George
For more info contact the AIDP North Regional Advisor - Lisa Vienneau at: lvienneau@pgnfc.com or
ASCD North Regional Advisor - Kim Chernenkoff at: ascd@pgnfc.com
ASCDP Connection E-News
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Partnerships is gearing up to deliver a facilitator training session for “Family Centred Practice” in Courtenay,
BC, on May 27th-29th.
For more info contact Elaine Zamardi at: ezamardi@bcaafc.com

Coast Fraser North ASCD
In Coast Fraser North Region, Heiltsuk First Nation, Kaxla Child and Family Services in Bella Bella BC has
recently signed a contract with MCFD to host an Aboriginal Supported Child Development Program. The
agency also hosts many other MCFD contracts to enhance services to children and families in the community
including Aboriginal Infant Development. For More information contact Heather Lacy at
ExecutiveDirector@kaxla.org
Tanya Brown - ASCD Regional Advisor

Email: Tanya_Brown@Squamish.net

Interior ASCD
SCD/ASCD Regional Networking - May 27th 2015 1:30pm to 4:30 pm - Kelowna - Location to be
announced!
Sonya Vallet - Strengthening Attachment Relationships to Give Children the Best Start in Life - IDP/AIDP &
SCD/ASCD regional inservice. Register by May 16th with cplatt@pdcrs.com
For more info contact the Interior Regional Advisors.
Sue Sterling (ASCD Regional Advisor) is leading a working group to revise the SCD outcome measurement
tool. If you are interested in joining this group email Sue at: suesterling75@gmail.com

North ASCD
At this time, I would like to officially announce my retirement from the Prince George Native Friendship
Centre and any work I have done regionally, and provincially. Taking over my role as Director of Early
Childhood Services will be Kim Chernenkoff who brings with her many years of experience working in all
types of child care programs and settings. She will also take over the role of ASCD regional advisor within
the northern region. I am confident that Kim will do a remarkable job and will be an incredible advocate and
support to Aboriginal children’s programming locally, regionally, and provincially. It has been an honour and
privilege to have worked alongside such dedicated, caring, and amazing people. Thank you for all the gifts
you bring to our children and families in our communities, across this province, and into other parts of our
country. Anita Zakresky - (ASCD RA)- Retirement May 2015
Please welcome Kim Chernenkoff to her new role as ASCD Regional Advisor for the North Region.
Kim's email is ascd@pgnfc.com

Coast Fraser South East ASCD
Watch for information regarding regional AIDP/ASCD training for 2015/16 - to be announced shortly. Keep
in touch with Natasha Jones (AIDP/ASCD Interim Regional Advisor) at: natasha.jones@frafca.org for updates

Like and follow ASCD at: www.facebook.com/ASCDP
ASCDP Connection E-News
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ASCD Provincial Data Collection
Thank you to all the ASCD programs that participated in the 2014 Provincial ASCD data collection. The information you
were able to provide has been collated into an extensive report that is ready to be shared. The report can be found on the
ASCD website at: http://ascdp.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/ASCD-2015-Data-collection-report.pdf
Your program successes and how each of you have worked to weave Aboriginal culture and language into your programs
is inspiring. The pictures you have shared with our Provincial office of your staff and children are wonderful. As well, this
report also highlights the considerable challenges and inequities that continue to exist within ASCD programs in BC.
Although data collection can be lengthy and tedious, it is vital we collect information that reflects the entire scope of work
being done within ASCD, as well as document our needs. Many programs have voiced that MCFD SIRF reporting does not
always capture everything that we are doing. Please share the link and ASCD data report with others who may be
interested. We must continue to collectively voice the needs of our programs in order to further build capacity in ASCD.
ASCDP Connection E-News
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IDP/AIDP & SCD/ASCD
Professional Development
Fund - UPDATE!
The Professional
Development Fund
Committee would like to
thank MCFD for their
continued annual funding
commitment to the
Professional Development
Fund for IDP/AIDP & SCD/
ASCD.
The Professional
Development Fund
Committee is currently
looking at revising the criteria
for the funds and wanted to
thank all 77 programs that
participated in the Pro D
Funds Survey Monkey. The
information you shared was
very helpful in assisting the
committee to understand the
current barriers for those
wanting to access the funds.
Congratulations to the winner
of the Professional
Development Funds survey
draw for an Aboriginal
children's book and CD. The
winning agency is the:
Comox Valley
Child Development
Association

ASCDP Connection E-News

6

Spring Edition

May 2015

Abstract Submission Details
Please submit abstracts via
email to Elaine Zamardi at:

ezamardi@bcaafc.com
Timelines:

Call for abstract opens:
April 17th 2015
Abstract Submission
Deadline: June 12th 2015
Results Notification:
June 26th 2015
We look forward to
receiving your abstract
submission!
For questions regarding the
abstract submission process
or to have the template
emailed to you, please
contact:
Elaine Zamardi at BC
Association of Aboriginal
Friendship Centres
Telephone: 1-250-3885593
Fax: 1-250-388-5502 Email:
ezamardi@bcaafc.com

ASCDP Connection E-News
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Partnerships Project UPDATE:
FACILITATOR TRAINING:
January 8th & 9th 2015, Partnerships offered a two day “FASD” training
session at the Victoria Native Friendship Centre and 22 individuals were
trained.
Partnerships is gearing up to deliver a facilitator training session for
“Family Centred Practice” in Courtenay, BC, on May 27th-29th.
Once the individuals are trained they are required to deliver the training
within their own region. The intent of the training is to create and use
the natural partnerships between the service providers in communities who support children and families.

PARTNERSHIPS COMMUNITY TRAINING:
1. Langley offered Partnerships training to their community for the “Communication Module” and had 19
participated in the session.
2. Prince George offered Partnerships training in their community for the “Communication Module” and
had 20 participates in the session.
3. The interior offered an “FASD” workshop in their community and 24 people participated.

The Partnerships Project steering committee is currently working on updating the FASD and
Communication module.

If you are interested in bringing Partnerships training to your community please contact the Partnerships
Coordinator to inquire about trained facilitators in your area.
If you are interested in becoming a trained facilitator, the partnerships Coordinator can assist you.
Partnerships Coordinator is Elaine Zamardi and you can reach her at

EZamardi@bcaafc.com or call her at 250-388-5593 or 1-866-338-4881.
ASCDP Connection E-News
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AIDP data and research:
The B.C. Aboriginal Childcare Society has put out “An Environmental Scan of Public Policy and Programs
for Young Aboriginal Children in BC: A Cold Wind Blows” (November 2014). Our office has had a
number of people call for clarification and with some concern.
I would like to assure all our programs and networks that AIDP has endeavoured to collect meaningful
provincial data for many years and thoroughly for the past 5 years. Our AIDP/ASCD provincial office
holds this data. MCFD also has AIDP data for those funded by MCFD from the information you share
through SIRF. I agree that our office could have been acknowledged as a point of contact with our
website and contact information (the website listed in the reference is to the government website).
AIDP has been in existence since 1992 so we know that we are well established and “not similar in
design to ASCD program”. That seems to be an unfortunate oversight not to acknowledge the founding
timelines of our programs. But we pride ourselves in working collaboratively with ASCD as a transition
from AIDP to ASCD and the services and supports both programs provide to Aboriginal children and
families in B.C.
AIDP can be proud of our 23 years as pioneers in the field of Aboriginal Early Childhood Development.
The recent AIDP evaluation that includes the voice of our families confirms this. Our next AIDP data
collection will be this spring to access your stats from the 2014/2015 fiscal year. I promise to make it
shorter this time around.
Thank you for your enquiries and the bonus updates of your program activities! I love that you love
your jobs! And on a positive note, you should all be excited that AIDP is an AECD model that is still
being appraised and our AIDP policy manual is being used in Nunavut as a quality standard as they
establish home visiting programs! Congratulations!
Diana Elliott ~ Provincial Advisor
Aboriginal Infant Development Programs of B.C.

ASCDP Connection E-News
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Training and Other News
* The Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) on the road in May
The Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) Researchers and Staﬀ will soon be headed to a city near you to share our
research related to the Early Development Instrument (EDI), the Middle Years Development Instrument (MDI) and
Social Emotional Learning. Together we will explore how best to use research to create positive social change in your
community. Events in all 4 cities are being planned in partnership with Success By 6.
Locations:
Prince George May 11-12, 2015
Prince Rupert May 12, 2015
Terrace May 13, 2015
Kelowna May 14-15, 2015
For more info and to register contact:
Kim Bayer, MA | Aboriginal Community Liaison Coordinator.
p: 604-827-5081 | e: kimberley.bayer@ubc.ca
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HAPPY 20 Year Anniversary to Aboriginal Headstart programs in Canada!
National 20 year celebration - Vancouver, BC - July 7th to 9th 2015
For more info please contact: Joan Gignac at: executivedirector@ahsabc.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SAVE the DATE - EARLY YEARS CONFERENCE 2016*
January 28 - 30, 2016 at Hyatt Regency Vancouver, Vancouver, BC*
____________________________________________________________________________________________

ASQ3 & ASQ/Social Emotional (Train the Trainer)
SAVE the DATE
Prince George - October 5th to 7th - 2015
Richmond - October 19th to 21st - 2015
Kamloops - October 19th to 21st - 2015

ASCDP Connection E-News
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Aboriginal Fathers Engagement
Program
The Aboriginal Fathers Engagement Program is a
recent initiative funded by MCFD's Aboriginal
Services Innovation - early years funding. It is a
collaboration project from Aboriginal CATCH
(Community Action Towards Children Health); a
table representing Westbank First Nation, KiLow-Na Friendship Society, Métis Community
Services and the Okanagan Nation Alliance. We
help Aboriginal Dads (First Nation, Métis &
Inuit) & Dads of Aboriginal children (ages 0-6) in
the Central Okanagan to become better fathers
and help keep families together.
The Aboriginal Fathers Engagement Program
(AFEP) is designed to support Aboriginal dads
(First Nation, Métis & Inuit), father figures,
Uncles and Grandfathers in their parenting role
and to increase their parenting capacity and
knowledge. We assist with family support and
crisis intervention and aim to strengthen the
father’s role within the family circle. We do this
through 1-to-1 support with dads, connecting
them to existing local programs, provide monthly
talking circles on traditional parenting and
relationships, and hosting cultural events each
q u a r te r w i t h a f o c u s o n e a r l y c h i l d h o o d
development, relationship building and
regenerating Aboriginal father’s identity.
Aboriginal Dads Talking Circle – Giving Voice
(Stopping Violence Against Aboriginal Women &
Girls)
The Aboriginal Dads Engagement Program hosts
an Aboriginal Dads Talking Circle every month,
to which we gratefully acknowledge the financial
support from the Province of British Columbia.
The purpose is to develop a Talking Circle that
u s e s h o l i s t i c a p p r o a c h e s i n Ab o r i g i n a l
communities to assist communities in healing or
ASCDP Connection E-News
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rebuilding from the impacts of violence against
women.
We help the Aboriginal Dads to lear n
traditional parenting methods, such as
teaching our children the 7 Sacred Teachings,
like Honour, Respect and Love. We help them
to improve their relationship skills, anger
management and provide a peer support
network of other dads who they can meet and
share stories with.
Dads in Gear - 8 Week Program in partnership
with The Bridge, UBCO, & Canadian Cancer
Society. Dads in Gear (DIG) is a unique,
evidence-based program for expectant and new
dads who want to be healthy and smoke-free.
DIG integrates 3 interconnected themes:
Being a Dad, Being a Healthy Dad, and Being a
Smoke-free Dad in a unique, creative and
masculine approach that is activity-based and
interactive.
What makes the Aboriginal program relevant
and unique? Many Aboriginal dads today have
grown up off reserve and have found that
culture and spirituality is a big missing part of
their identity. In the first month, we got 50
dads to fill out questionnaires and found that
most of the dads wanted more cultural
activities, like hunting, fishing, camping and
drumming to do with their kids. We are now
planning to have 3 cultural events each year to
teach traditional values and skills as well as
celebrate our culture. We also have monthly
Connection Groups that give us an
o p p o r t u n i t y to s h a r e s to r i e s , d e v e l o p
relationships and watch other dads interact
with their children.
For more info contact: Brenden Moore
(Aboriginal Fathers Outreach Coordinator)
at: aboriginaldads@gmail.com
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AIDP & ASCD Provincial
Office Evaluation
The Ministry for Children and Family
Development that funds AIDP & ASCD
programs is currently undertaking a
review of the AIDP & ASCD Provincial
office. Little Drum Consulting has been
contracted to complete this task.
Currently the Provincial office is hosted by
the BC Association of Aboriginal
Friendships Centres since 2006.
Most programs have received a link to a
survey monkey with specific questions
pertaining to the evaluation. Programs are
encouraged to fill out the survey by May
15th 2015. If you have any questions in
regards to the survey, staff are
encouraged to contact Monique GreySmith and Little Drum Consulting directly
at: littledrum@telus.net
This evaluation will guide the next steps
for the Provincial office in 2016.

What's ahead for AIDP &
ASCD in 2015/16
Some priorities of the AIDP & ASCD
Provincial Office and Advisors are:

AIDP & ASCD Websites and Provincial Office
Program Lists
The AIDP & ASCD websites have been updated with a new look and will be a
"work in progress" over the next couple of months. Please forward any job
postings or training events that we can share on our websites. The links to the
websites are:
www.aidp.bc.ca
www.ascdp.bc.ca
As well, if there have been staff or program changes within your AIDP or ASCD
programs, please forward those changes to the AIDP & ASCD Provincial office
via Elaine Zamardi at: ezamardi@bcaafc.com
ASCDP Connection E-News

• Sharing the ASCD 2014 Data Collection
with key stakeholders to continue to
advocate for capacity building and
increased funding to ASCD
• AIDP research, AIDP Provincial Data
collection and updating the AIDP
manual, as it is 10 years old this year
• ASQ3 & ASQ/Se Train the Trainer
• Regional Training, Assessment Training
and provincial distribution of DAYC2
Assessment kits
• Partnership Training in the Coast Fraser
North, Fraser South and North regions
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