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C O N N E C T I N G  O U R  P R O G R A M S  A C R O S S  B C 

WE WELCOME 

TWO REGIONAL 

ADVISORS INTO 

THEIR ROLES – 

REBECCA AND 

COLLEEN 

UPDATE ON THE: 

  IDP/AIDP/SCD/ASCD 

PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

FUNDS &  

THE PARTNERSHIPS 

PROJECT 

Spring Regional 

Training:  
 

Award 

Ceremony from 

the 2018 Early 

Year’s 

Conference 

Page 3-4 

CONGRADULATIONS TO THE VICTORIA NATIVE 

FRIENDSHIP CENTRE ON THE OPENING OF THEIR 

NEW DAYCARE CENTRE 

XaXe SŦELIṮḴEL Daycare Centre would like to acknowledge we 

are on the shared traditional lands of the Kw Xwsepsum (Esquimalt) 

and Lekwungen (Songhees) families. We acknowledge the ancestors 

and raise our hands to give thanks for welcoming us in to live, work, 

and learn within their ancestral lands.   

Over a decade ago a group of woman at the Victoria Native 

Friendship Centre had a dream. They envisioned a space where 

families could bring their children to be cared for while they were at 

work, school or seeking health and healing. A unique space that 

would celebrate Indigenous teachings, traditions, languages, and the 

way of being in the world. Many years of effort from dedicated folks 

and several proposals later…  

The XaXe SŦELIṮḴEL  Daycare Centre was born. 
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The XaXe SŦELIT ̱ḴEL Daycare Centre opened their doors in the fall of 

2016 and celebrated their Grand Opening one month later.  They were 

honoured to have the grand opening blessed with a traditional ceremony led 

by Chief Andy Thomas and his wife Mary-Anne.   

XaXe SŦELIṮḴEL  Daycare, which means “sacred and precious” in the 

Sencoten language, recognizes that children are gifts from the Creator and 

these youngsters will be our future leaders. The Centre programs provide 

a culturally appropriate space for children of all Nations to grow and 

identify with their Aboriginal roots. Our Centre offers a “hands on” 

approach to learning and the program is designed to enhance children’s 

creativity, interdependence, independence, and to expand self-expression. 

The XaXe SŦELIT ̱ḴEL Daycare staff encourages children to think for 

themselves, make decisions and work towards positive outcomes. They 

also acknowledge that each child is unique and works with the child’s own 

patterns of social, emotional, spiritual and physical development, giving 

them the opportunity for success in the world. 

As evidenced when visiting the Centre, Margot Edward, Director of 

Childcare Services, Becs Inoke, Cultural and Family Mentor, and Joanne 

Alexander, Family Navigator, have created, and model, a loving, caring, 

approach for the XaXe SŦELIT ̱ḴEL Daycare Centre. Additional 

partnerships have also supported the Centre in building the foundation of 

cultural integrity. The Aboriginal Head Start Association of BC (AHSBC) 

partnered with the Centre for the initial year of the program.  The six core 

components the AHSBC; Culture and Language, Education, Health, 

Nutrition, Social Support, have been carefully incorporated into the 

curriculum. As well, the wisdom and influence of the Parent Advisory 

Council (PAC) have helped shape the Centre. The support and 

encouragement of families and other partners has provided the staff with 

great hope for what the future holds for the XaXe SŦELIT ̱ḴEL Daycare 

Centre. As the Centre staff and families celebrate their first year in their 

new home they are grateful for the participation of wisdom keepers and 

story tellers, and for the many opportunities they have to be a part of 

cultural activities within the community.  The Centre has an Infant Room, 

aged birth to 23 months, a toddler room, ages 24 to 35 months, and a 3 to 5 

year old room.  XaXe SŦELIT ̱ḴEL Daycare Centre currently has a waitlist 

for all three age groups If you would like more information on our daycare, 

please feel free to contact us at margot@vnfc.ca. 

Submitted by Colleen Corder, ASCD Regional Advisor - Vancouver 

Island.  Adapted from an article written by Joanne Alexander, Family 

Navigator 

 

 

3-5 year olds at Goldstream Park 

learning about Salmon Run 

 

Fun at the Victoria Native Friendship 

Centre Library 

 

mailto:margot@vnfc.ca
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Jackie Watts & Diana Elliott 

Jackie, Dana Brynelsen & Diana 

EARLY YEARS CONFERENCE  

Hillel Goelman Leadership Award 

It was an honour for many of us to witness Diana Elliott (Aboriginal Infant 

Development Programs Provincial Advisor) and Jacquie Watts (Sr. Early Years 

Outreach Worker, Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council) receive acknowledgement 

at the Early Years Conference in Vancouver, BC on January 26th 2018. Diana 

Elliott was honoured with the Hillel Goelman Leadership Award for 

Professional Development and Jacquie Watts received the Dana Brynelsen 

Education Bursary.  

The Hillel Goelman award was created to recognize the enormous 

contributions Dr. Hillel Goelman has made to our field of early childhood 

intervention in BC. The Dr. Hillel Goelman Award for Outstanding Leadership 

in Professional Development in Early Childhood Intervention was presented 

to Diana Elliott for her outstanding work and accomplishments in her lifetime 

of service to children and families. She is that rare blend of wisdom, 

intelligence, knowledge and caring and she has used all of these talents in 

order to give to others. Diana describes her work in her own words in this way: 

“Working from the philosophy that each child is a gift from the Creator, 

Diana appreciates the importance of enriching early and lifelong learning 

and the benefits of family and parenting support and education. She also 

understands the importance of doing this from a culturally meaningful and 

safe place. She provides advice, guidance, mentorship and assistance to 

ensure that culture is the foundation of Aboriginal Infant Development 

programs.” 

 

Diana has provided leadership to early childhood educators and infant 

development consultants both within and outside of Indigenous communities.  

 

We are all thrilled that she is the recipient of this award to acknowledge and 

honour Diana, who is an incredible, gifted, passionate and gracious leader. 
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The Dana Brynelsen Education Bursary 

 
The Dana Brynelsen Education Bursary was created in 2010 to 

recognize the importance of providing ongoing educational 

opportunities for Infant Development Consultants and others working 

in the field of early childhood intervention in BC.  Past recipients have 

come from many backgrounds but all demonstrate commitment to 

learning. Many had to overcome barriers to pursue learning 

opportunities not available in their home community.  

 

Jacquie Watts was honoured with the Dana Brynelsen Education 

Bursary at the Early Years Conference. Jackie was first hired in 1994 to 

work in the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council Aboriginal Infant 

Development Program. She has worked as an Aboriginal Infant 

Development Consultant, Regional Aboriginal Infant Advisor, and has 

served on the Vancouver Island Regional Training Advisory Committee. 

She currently serves as the Senior Early Years Outreach Supervisor for 

a range of early childhood programs in the 14 First Nations served by 

the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council. From the beginning of her 

employment in our field Jacquie has attended in-services, completed 

the York Certificate in Infant Mental Health, and attended Summer 

Institutes in Infant Development at UBC for credit and most recently 

with this course work, graduated from Thompson Rivers University. 

Jacquie continues to pursue continued education with a passion, drive 

and commitment that has inspired others. She also strives to be a 

leader within her community supporting children and families, while 

continuing to learn and also teach others, on a daily basis.  

 

Our hands go up to both Diana Elliott and Jacquie Watts for their 

amazing achievements, hard work and dedication over the many 

countless years. 

The world is a better place because of you… 

Huych’qa 

Kleco Kleco 

Thank you! 
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Jordan's Principle Scholarship 

For First Nations Students Studying Children's Health or Children 

With Disabilities 

This $5,000 scholarship will be paid to the successful applicant by the First 

Nations Child and Family Caring Society of Canada. The scholarship is 

open to First Nations students studying children's health or children's 

disabilities at a Canadian university.  

 Confirmation of First Nations identity.  

 Confirmation of registration at a Canadian university in a program directly 

relevant to children's health or children's disability.  

 Demonstrated commitment to Indigenous children's health and community 

service.  

 Demonstrated academic commitment and achievement.  

 Financial need will be considered.  

For more information and to submit an application, please download and 

complete the application at; 

 

https://fncaringsociety.com/jordans-principle-scholarship 

  

Deadline for nomination is March 16, 2018 at 3 p.m. EST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW RELATIONSHIP TRUST FOUNDATION 

NEW - Indigenous Early Years Scholarships and Bursaries are awarded to Indigenous 

(First Nations, Métis, and Inuit) students residing in British Columbia that are enrolled at 

an accredited post-secondary institution and are studying in an early year’s related field. 

Applications will be made available alongside NRTF announcement dates in April and 

May. Students that intend to apply for an Indigenous Early Years Scholarship or Bursary 

should return at that time to download the new application form and guidelines at: 

http://www.nrtf.ca/funding  

 

https://fncaringsociety.com/jordans-principle-scholarship
http://www.nrtf.ca/funding/indigenous-early-years-scholarships-and-bursaries
http://www.nrtf.ca/funding
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Rebecca Mitchell - IDP & SCD Regional 
Advisor for East and South Fraser  

Rebecca Mitchell has a Master’s Degree in 
Developmental Psychology and is a Registered 
Clinical Counsellor. She has been supporting 
children and families for the past 25 years.  
Rebecca has worked in not-for-profit, Child and 
Youth Mental Health, with a specialty in Infant 
Mental Health, and in private practice.  Through 
these roles she has consulted to both Infant 
Development and Supported Child Development 
programs as well as participating in her 
community Early Childhood Table.  In addition to 
her new role as IDP/SCD Regional Advisor, she 
is an associate with The Wishing Star 
Developmental Clinic and also a licensed 
facilitator of the Circle of Security-Parenting 
program.  Rebecca has long held a passion for 
early intervention and community collaboration 
and training.  She is beyond excited to be taking 
on this new role. 

Colleen Corder - ASCD Regional Advisor for 
Vancouver Island  

A familiar name to many, Colleen Corder 
resumed the role of ASCD Regional Advisor - 
Vancouver Island in the late fall.  Colleen retired 
last year from her position as Program 
Coordinator of the Aboriginal Early Intervention 
Team at Victoria Native Friendship Centre.  She 
has been enjoying her retirement, spending a lot 
of time with her four grandbabies, growing 
heritage tomatoes, and sewing a quilt for the 
newest baby in the family.  With over 21 years in 
the field of Child Development returning to the 
role of Regional Advisor is a natural expression 
of Colleen’s passion for coming along-side 
children and their families supporting them to 
become all that they can be.  

We wish Vanessa Boylan the best on her new 
journey and thank her for her contributions as the 
ASCD Regional Advisor. 

 

Colleen with her grandbabies! 

Welcome Rebecca! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=s0PvKmaB&id=93A8A90B0A043B7AFEF9CD8CEFF33A21A7AA0975&thid=OIP.s0PvKmaB7EcmSE2Nkdjr-gHaFj&q=Please+Welcome&simid=608042924484591952&selectedIndex=1
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The Registration for the Interior Region 

ASCD/SCD/IDP/AIDP/FASD/EIT/SAT/CCRR/ECD/CYSN In-Service – 

Connecting Circles - is NOW OPEN!!! 

 

Interior IDP/AIDP/SCD/ASCD staff are invited to register for an amazing 

two and half days of learning and connecting in the Connecting Circles 

training March 6-8th 2018 at Thompson River University in Kamloops 

BC! 

 

To REGISTER Please contact Wendy Kenward (IDP/SCD Regional 

Advisor for Interior) at: wkenward@pdcrs.com 

 

Spaces for this training are limited! 

 

 

We look forward to seeing many of you there! 
 
 

 

mailto:wkenward@pdcrs.com
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The North will be hosting their Spring In-service in Prince George – March 5th-8th 2018. For more 

information or to register, please contact your North IDP/AIDP/SCD/ASCD Regional Advisors 

                  

                     NORTH 

IDP Regional Advisor: Lotte Rauter – lotte@rvssbc.org  

AIDP Regional Advisor: Lisa Vienneau – lvienneau@pgnfc.com   

SCD Regional Advisor: Juanita Hagman – juanita.hagman@trcl.ca  

ASCD Regional Advisor: Kim Chernenkoff – kchernenkoff@pgnfc.com  

 

Vancouver Island will be hosting a one day in-service for AIDP and ASCD on March 9th 2018. For 

more information please contact the Vancouver Island AIDP and ASCD Regional Advisors. 

 

VANCOUVER ISLAND  

AIDP Regional Advisor: Dixie Hunt-Scott – aidpra.vanisland@yahoo.ca  

ASCD Regional Advisor: Colleen Corder - colleenc.ascd.ra@shaw.ca 

mailto:lotte@rvssbc.org
mailto:lvienneau@pgnfc.com
mailto:juanita.hagman@trcl.ca
mailto:kchernenkoff@pgnfc.com
mailto:aidpra.vanisland@yahoo.ca
mailto:colleenc.ascd.ra@shaw.ca
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ASCD & SCD ANNUAL DATA COLLECTION SURVEY 

 

Below is the link to this year’s ASCD & SCD Annual Data Collection Survey. The 

annual data collected is valuable as it provides us with a provincial overview of 

how we are doing in our programs, which is then collated into an Annual Report. 

This Annual Report helps the Provincial Office and the Ministry for Children and 

Families Development, to gain a better understanding of the current capacity of 

our programs. 

 

This year the Provincial Advisor and ASCD/SCD regional advisors worked 

together to focus on three areas; 

 

 Wait lists to better inform funders of increased needs for programs and 

families 
 

 ASCD/SCD Program information 
 

 Jordan’s Principle to identify First Nations children waiting or unable to 

access health, education and cultural services in BC 

 

The deadline to complete the survey is Feb 23rd 2018 at 5pm.  

 

The survey link WILL allow you to be able to go back in and add to or make 

changes to your information at any time – up until the closing date.  

 

This link to the survey is: 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ASCD_SCD_2017   

 

If you have any questions or would like assistance in completing the survey, please 

connect with your ASCD or SCD Regional Advisor or you can contact the ASCD 

Provincial Advisor at the AIDP & ASCD Provincial Office or by email at: 

advisor.ascdp@bcaafc.com 

 

Thank you in advance for your participation. Your voice is important! 

 

Nadine Gagné 

Provincial Advisor for Aboriginal Supported  

Child Development Programs of BC 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ASCD_SCD_2017
mailto:advisor.ascdp@bcaafc.com
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IDP/AIDP/SCD/ASCD Advisors CONTACT/EMAILS 

UPDATED – January 2018 
AIDP Provincial Advisor: Diana Elliott – advisor@aidp.bc.ca 

ASCD Provincial Advisor: Nadine Gagné – advisor.ascdp@bcaafc.com  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

VANCOUVER ISLAND: 

 

IDP Regional Advisor: Lee Bjarnason – lee@cvcda.ca  

AIDP Regional Advisor: Dixie Hunt-Scott – aidpra.vanisland@yahoo.ca  

SCD Regional Advisor: Kathy Cruikshank – kathy@cvcda.ca  

ASCD Regional Advisor: Colleen Corder - colleenc.ascd.ra@shaw.ca  

 

VANCOUVER/COASTAL 

 

IDP Regional Advisor: Maryanne Robinson – mrobinson@kinsight.org  

AIDP Regional Advisor: Robyn Lean – rlean@ywcavan.org  

SCD Regional Advisor: Jeanine McDonald – jmcdonald@kinsight.org  

ASCD Regional Advisor: Tanya Brown – Tanya_brown@squamish.net  

 

FRASER SOUTH/EAST 

 

IDP & SCD Regional Advisor: Rebecca Mitchell - rmitchell@langleycdc.com  

AIDP & ASCD Regional Advisor: Natasha Jones – Natasha.jones@frafca.org  

 

INTERIOR 

 

IDP & SCD Regional Advisor: Wendy Kenward – Wkenward@pdcrs.com  

AIDP Regional Advisor: Connie Deane – earlychildhood@fnfc.ca  

AECD Regional Advisor: Rona Sterling-Collins – ronasc@merrittbc.net  

 

NORTH 

 

IDP Regional Advisor: Lotte Rauter – lotte@rvssbc.org  

AIDP Regional Advisor: Lisa Vienneau – lvienneau@pgnfc.com   

SCD Regional Advisor: Juanita Hagman – juanita.hagman@trcl.ca  

ASCD Regional Advisor: Kim Chernenkoff – kchernenkoff@pgnfc.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:advisor@aidp.bc.ca
mailto:advisor.ascdp@bcaafc.com
mailto:lee@cvcda.ca
mailto:aidpra.vanisland@yahoo.ca
mailto:kathy@cvcda.ca
mailto:colleenc.ascd.ra@shaw.ca
mailto:mrobinson@kinsight.org
mailto:rlean@ywcavan.org
mailto:jmcdonald@kinsight.org
mailto:Tanya_brown@squamish.net
mailto:rmitchell@langleycdc.com
mailto:Natasha.jones@frafca.org
mailto:Wkenward@pdcrs.com
mailto:earlychildhood@fnfc.ca
mailto:ronasc@merrittbc.net
mailto:lotte@rvssbc.org
mailto:lvienneau@pgnfc.com
mailto:juanita.hagman@trcl.ca
mailto:kchernenkoff@pgnfc.com
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PARTNERSHIPS PROJECT  

EVALUATION SUMMARY REPORT 

January 2018 

 

From approximately June to September 2017, the AIDP & 

ASCD Provincial Office undertook an evaluation of the 

Partnerships Project.  

 

The Evaluation Summary Report is now available to be 

shared with programs. 

 

The report will be uploaded to the Partnerships Project 

Website in February 2018.  

 

If you would like a copy of the Partnerships Project 

Report or are interested in hosting a Partnerships training 

in your community, please contact Nadine Gagné- 

Partnerships Project Coordinator at: 

advisor.ascdp@bcaafc.com to make a request. 

 

  

For more info on the 

modules please visit:  

 
www.partnershipsproject.bc.ca 

JORDAN’S PRINCIPLE FUNDING AVAILABLE 

 

Most people don't know but the criteria for Jordan’s Principal has expanded since May 2017 to include First Nations 

(Status/Non status) children living both on and off reserve. The federal government has provided 385 million to 

be distributed nationally up until March 2019. 
 

Many things can be covered through Jordan's Principal- as well as some things may be covered retroactive for First 

Nations children with disabilities, if the family paid out of pocket for health, education and cultural expenses that 

should have been covered up until that child/youth turns 20. A group or agency can apply for these funds if the 

services they are providing to First Nations children are not reaching the children that need these services or 

if you have waitlist for these services or limited capacity to meet a FN child's health, education and cultural 

needs. (An example of this is one community agency had 20 First Nations children requiring speech and language 

support/services. The funding provided them with money to hire a speech and language consultant for those First 

Nations children). 
 

Families in BC can access the funding for their child with disabilities for such things as covering the cost of 

assessments, ASCD Support worker, tutoring, IPads and if there are needed resources needed for First Nations 

children with disabilities that are going without needed services/support/equipment. Those that contact the link 

below will receive a response in 12-48 hours regarding their request through the First Nations Health Authority in 

BC. Please go to the link below: 
 

http://www.fnha.ca/what-we-do/maternal-child-and-family-health/jordans-principle 

mailto:advisor.ascdp@bcaafc.com
http://www.partnershipsproject.bc.ca/
http://www.fnha.ca/what-we-do/maternal-child-and-family-health/jordans-principle
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BC ABORGINAL CHILDCARE SOCIETY - NEWS 

 

The new ASCD Practice Guidelines 

Manual was released in May 2017. It can 

be found on the ASCD Website at: 

www.ascdp.bc.ca  

 

 

For more information or for a hard copy 

for your ASCD or SCD programs - 

please email Nadine Gagné at: 

advisor.ascdp@bcaafc.com  
 

The BC Aboriginal Child Care Society is committed to nurturing 

excellence through community outreach, 

education, research, training and professional 

development, and advocacy to ensure every Aboriginal child 

in BC has access to spiritually enriching, culturally relevant, 

high quality early childhood development services. Because 

they value children, they work with all their partners to ensure 

that Aboriginal ECD services across the province are delivered 

with the highest quality of current and promising practice. 

* Check out the National First Nations Early Learning and 

Child Care framework 

 

In July of 2016 the Assembly of First Nations 

passed resolution #39-2016 establishing a national working 

group with regional First Nations participants and from five 

federal government ministries to work toward a framework for 

change in Indigenous ELCC. 

In BC, BCACCS was mandated by the First Nations leadership 

council as the lead agency for regional engagement, to develop 

and carry out this engagement process in seeking “input and 

direction from community leaders and key stakeholders 

regarding the values, principles and priorities to be included in 

the proposed National Indigenous ELCC Framework from a BC 

perspective.” 

 

LINK to Framework:  

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/a74eaafbca72d669859e6453b/files/2abc3f2b-822e-

4cb6-860b-cf282e7f8975/First_Nations_ELCC_draft_Framework_November_17.pdf  

 

 
 

http://www.ascdp.bc.ca/
mailto:advisor.ascdp@bcaafc.com
https://acc-society.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a74eaafbca72d669859e6453b&id=61298c8959&e=0a45e7abfc
https://acc-society.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a74eaafbca72d669859e6453b&id=5692c29d51&e=0a45e7abfc
https://acc-society.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a74eaafbca72d669859e6453b&id=5692c29d51&e=0a45e7abfc
https://acc-society.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a74eaafbca72d669859e6453b&id=b7f1ea811c&e=0a45e7abfc
https://acc-society.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a74eaafbca72d669859e6453b&id=b7f1ea811c&e=0a45e7abfc
https://acc-society.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a74eaafbca72d669859e6453b&id=a59676f2d4&e=0a45e7abfc
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/a74eaafbca72d669859e6453b/files/2abc3f2b-822e-4cb6-860b-cf282e7f8975/First_Nations_ELCC_draft_Framework_November_17.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/a74eaafbca72d669859e6453b/files/2abc3f2b-822e-4cb6-860b-cf282e7f8975/First_Nations_ELCC_draft_Framework_November_17.pdf

